A solution of two equivalents of tert-butyl-(4-methyl-pyridin-2-yl)-amine in THF was treated at −50°C with two equivalents of nbutyllithium followed by a reaction with one equivalent of CuBr 2 suspended in THF. After removal of the solvent the residue was extracted twice with hexane and filtered. Colourless crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained after slow evaporation of the solvent.
Discussion
To our best knowledge there are no metal complexes known containing the N,N'-bis-(trimethylsilyl)-pyridine-2,6-amine ligand in its neutral, deprotonated or double deprotonated form [1, 2] . Only a few examples of complexes of an cyclic ligand showing a similarity to the ligand presented here are existing but were not characterized via X-ray single crystal structure analysis [3] . The title complex contains one double deprotonated ligand and two single deprotonated ligands coordinating four lithium atoms.
The coordination of each lithium atom is a best described as distorted tetrahedron. The Li2 atom is coordinated by two N pyridine atoms and two Namido atoms with d(Li2-Namido) = 2.014 Å or 2. 
